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GORBACHEV OFFER
PUTS PRESSURE
ON REAGAN

WASHINGTON — Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev's latest arms-control plan has
been carefully crafted to put pressure on
President Reagan to scrap his Star Wars de-

-fense project, while leaving

a similar Soviet

rrognm virtually untouched, The Post has

earned.
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At same time it
would require that the
U.8. cancel plans to de-
ploy its own moblile mis-
siles and the super-se-
cret Stealth bomber.
The Soviet offer,
which calls for a 50 per-
cent elimination of nu-
clear warheads as well
;- th; eancl:llatlon of
tar Wars, expected
to be unveiled formally

Bur senior adminis-
tration officials said last
night that the w
of the Soviet

to

d
:-f#':'" Moscow exclusive
;l(hta to a Star Wars de-

Soviet Fo::l!:: Minis-
ter Eduard Shevardna-
dze™ frequent calls last
week for a ban on “space
strike weapons,” only
covers weapons based in
space like Reagan’s Star
Wars defense.

But U.S. officials say
the Soviets are working
on a  sophisticated
chemical laser particle
beam program designed
to strike at incoming
U.S. missiles in space.

Since this would be
based on land and not in
space it would not be
covered by the proposed
treaty.

Last week, under ques-
tioning by a Post report-
er, Soviet Foreign

Ministry spokesman
Viadimir Lomieko ad-

mitted that Moscow is
working on a futuristic
missile defense system.

“l can only say that
the Soviet Union is en-
gaged only in peacful
space research which is
aimed at monitoring
and also at having the
assurance of our na-
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On other ol
latest Soviet ‘
US. officials say that:
Shevardnadse proposed
a ban on “new types™ of
offensi

ve weapons.

. This would force Rea-

gan to scrap the new

“Mi -man mobile

and the highly

secret Stealth bomber

that would carry nu-

clear weapons but be in-
visible to radar.

At the same time, the
Soviet proposal would
not take into account its
own new mobile 88-24
and 88-256 missiles and
the submarine launched
S8-23 miasile, which are
either already deployed
or are in the testing
phase, sonrces said.

But Reagan made
clear that he is sticking
by his decision to push
ahead with Star Wars
and added he is ready
for “tough negotiating.”

I

SHEVARDNADZE
“'8an Star Wars.”’
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